


 PASTOR NOTE 

 
Merry Christmas!!! 
 
I pray that you and your family will receive many blessings on this holy day.  Christmas 
can be such a busy day filled with family traditions.  I hope that you enjoy time with your 
family and renew family traditions.  Through your family may you feel God’s profound 
love for you. 
 

I hope that you will take some time on this busy day to quietly sit near your family nativity 
set.  Take some time reflecting on the event of our Lord’s birth.  Contemplate His humble 
birth in poverty.  There was no room at the inn so he was born in a cave among the ani-

mals.  It is amazing that the eternal perfect Son of God came to us in such a humble way.  May we imitate his hu-
mility by quietly embracing the hardships of our life.   
 

Contemplate how our Lord was born into a family of great love.  St. Joseph eagerly awaited the birth of our new 
King.  He provided for our Lord’s needs throughout his life.  Mary, of course, rejoiced in the birth of  
Jesus.  She had a profound mystical understanding of the meaning of Christ’s birth.  She knew that she gave birth 
to the long awaited Messiah.  Her heart was filled with such great love as she held baby Jesus.  She kissed the feet 
of Jesus because He was God.  And, she kissed His cheek because He was her son.  Mary looked to the future with 
such hope knowing that our Salvation had arrived.  May the love of the Holy Family bring blessings and joy to 
your family. 
 

Mary and Joseph were filled with tremendous gratitude as they beheld the new born King.  My heart is filled with 
gratitude as I see our Lord Jesus active and present in your life and the life of our parish.  God has truly blessed our 
parish.  I praise Him for the many blessings that He has given to us.  May His good work continue to work in each 
of us.   

St. Jose Maria believed that many spiritual battles throughout the day were actually won or lost based on that 
first heroic minute. In the heroic moment we can show our genuine love of God. We can discipline ourselves so that our 
first thoughts of the day may be directed to him and given to him. In this way we are immediately oriented towards the 
ways of God which will help us in our daily temptations. In that heroic minute, immediately get out of bed and say your 
prayers. Immediately choose God!  

The Church has always promoted the importance of making the Morning Offering. This is a simple prayer that 
is offered at the start of the day. In this prayer we acknowledge God’s presence and ask his assistance throughout the 
day. We offer all of the events of our day as a sacrifice of love towards Him. It is a wonderful prayer that I have en-
closed at the end of this newsletter. I encourage you to clip it out and keep it very close to your alarm clock. Say this 
prayer at the heroic minute of the day. As soon as the alarm goes off, get out of bed and say this prayer. Discipline your-
self to make your first waking thoughts be directed towards God. It doesn’t matter if you are not totally awake. Do noth-
ing else before offering this prayer. Make your first day’s moment an offering to God. The Morning Offering does not 
have to be a profound prayer of meditative reflection. Instead, it is more of an intentional prayer–I intend to give my 
entire day to God. The morning offering is like a loving glace towards God, first thing in the morning. It immediately 
sets us on the right path. It is a subtle reminder at the first moment of the day that we have been made for God, and not 
for the flesh. This good start of the day will bear much fruit later in the day. Stop starting the day with a few more mo-
ments of worldliness. Instead, start with a prayer raised and offered to God.  

NOURISHED IN SPIRIT  

Morning Offering 
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer you my prayers, works, joys, and sufferings of this day in 
union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world.  I offer them for all the intentions of your Sacred 
Heart; the salvation of souls, reparation for sin, the reunion of all Christians.  I offer them for the intentions of our 
bishops and of all the apostles of prayer, In particular, those recommended by our Holy Father this month. 
 
Let us Pray: Almighty Father, grant that we who come before you this morning may always remember that all 
good things come from you through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Keep in touch with us via email or text 

 Text SLP To 84576 or 
 

Connect with us online at  
stlouiscatholicchurch.flocknote.com 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, December 26 St. Stephen, First Martyr   

7:00 am      +Leo & Margaret Henkel 

    by Bill & Janet Politsch  

 

Tuesday, December 27 St. John, Apostle and Evangelist  

5:15pm  +Joan Panzica by Denise Hochstatter  

4-5:00  Holy Hour   
 

Wednesday, December 28 The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

7:00am      +Frank Donnelly by Hugh Cass  
 

Thursday, December 29 St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr   

5:15pm  +Forgotten Souls in Purgatory  

     by Dr. & Mrs. Ascano  

4-5:00  Holy Hour   
  

Friday, December 30 Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

7:00 am       +Charles & Kathryn Fiocchi  

     by Dick Fiocchi  
 

Saturday, December 31  Vigil  of Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin  

                  Mary, The Holy Mother of God  

4:00 pm          +Adelaida Green by Marcia Obenhaus 

 

Sunday, January 1 Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,   

     The Holy Mother of God  

7:30 am  People of the Parish 

9:00 am  +Russell Smith by Tim & Aggie Smith 

10:30 am  Henry Magnafici  

  by Jeff & Kathleen Ellis 

Being the Sign 
 
I think the real challenge of evangelization in the modern age is the reality that pretty much everyone has already heard of Jesus 
Christ — or, at least, they think they have. 
 
To our 21st-century eyes, the angel who shared news of the birth of Jesus with the shepherds had an easy job. All he had to do was 
announce it. 
 
Our baptism compels us to do the same — to announce the coming of Christ over and over again, always and everywhere. But our 
audience is not a group of illiterate shepherds in ancient Judea. Our audience is a world that has heard so much about Jesus they 
often claim weariness of his name. So how do we do it? If we walk into a crowd of strangers and tell them we want to talk about 
Jesus, their reaction will probably be either “I already know about Jesus, thanks,” or “I’ve heard of him, and based on the behavior 
of those who claim to follow him, I’m really not interested in hearing more.” 
 
Because in the end, our very lives are how we “announce his salvation” in the present day. We announce it in our actions to 
strangers. We announce it in our treatment of people who have wronged us. We announce it in our interactions with those who disa-
gree with us. 
 
How long had the coming of the Messiah been foretold to the Israelites? So long that, no doubt, many of them despaired of his com-
ing altogether. So, God had to give them a sign: “You will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger." 
 
Now we are the sign.  The world has heard of Christ by now. But have they all seen him? It’s our job to show them.   Tracy Earl 
Welliver, MTS  ©LPi 

The Parish Office will be closed for Christmas through Monday, January 2nd.  If you have an immediate 
need for a Priest for a medical emergency or funeral planning please call the Parish Office (815-879-
0181) and select option 5. Your call will then be transferred to Msgr. Kruse’s cell phone as an emergency 
call.  



STEWARDSHIP 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 

 
 

4:00 pm: Saturday, December 31st 
Altar Servers:  Cameron & Sam Lawrence 
EMHC:  Gene Menard, Mandy Robinson,   
Lectors:  Marcia Obenhaus 
Sacristan:  Mandy Robinson    
Ushers:  Dan & Cynthia Tracy   
 

7:30 am: Sunday, January 1st  
Altar Servers:  Brady Peach     
EMHC:  Rita Tracey   
Lectors:  Margaret Martinkus  
Sacristan:  Lori Atilano 
Ushers:  Gary Blessman, Dennis Thompson,  
   Tom Murphy    
 

9:00 am: Sunday, January 1st  
Altar Servers:  Jessica Carlone, Sylvie Viger       
EMHC:  David Lawrence, Mandy Robinson    
Lectors: Steve Harmon   
Sacristan: Mandy Robinson   
Ushers:  Dave & Judy Moore, Tom Giehl    
 

10:30 am: Sunday, January 1st  
Altar Servers:  Anaisabela Ramirez-Tz, Brennan Roden     
EMHC:  Tim Smith, Chris Williams    
Lectors:  Patty Daluga   
Sacristan:  Tim Smith 
Ushers:  Ken Lough, Pat Mason   

 

EMHC Homebound:      David Lawrence 9/S 
     Mandy Robinson 9/N 
 

EMHC for Nursing Homes:    
Pat Galassi-Carlson—Aperion; Mary Beth Crowe—
Liberty; Colleen Harmon—Hawthorne; Jane & Tim  
Taylor—Greenfield  

ST. LOUIS PARISH SCHEDULE  
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
MON,WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
TUE, THR    5:15 PM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, *9:00, 10:30 AM 
 
First Saturday  Devotion 7:00 AM 
 

*SUN 9:00AM Live-streamed on YouTube & FaceBook 
(when a volunteer camera operator is available) 
 
 

RECONCILIATION 
TUE, THR 4:30—4:50 PM  
SAT  3-3:45 PM 
Or, by appointment. Call or email Msgr. Kruse to make 
an appointment. In order to maintain privacy, he will be 
in the confessional a few moments before the  
arranged time. 309-634-5822| jameskruse1996@gmail.com 
 

HOLY HOUR 
TUE, THR 4:00 PM 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER: The Chapel is open for Private  
Prayer— Contact the Parish Office for  access code. 

Church Monetary Support 
Through December 11, 2022  

 
 

Amount Budgeted           $  6,500.00   
Amount Received                  $  7,263.00  
Amount Over (Under)                               $     763.00    
 
Fiscal Period July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023 
Amount needed to date:         $156,000.00  
Amount Received to date:          $158,859.00  
Over/(Under) budget to date:                 $     2,859.00  
 
Immaculate Conception  $       808.00 
 
Due to the early bulletin submission deadline for the 
holiday, totals for December 18th were not available at 
the time of printing and will be in next weekend’s bulletin.  

Readings for the week of December 25th 
Sunday: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18  
Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17/Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wednesday 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35 
Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18 
Next Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND  CHANGE:  
With Christmas falling on our usual weekend to collect, 
we are moving the Food Panty collection to the follow-
ing weekend, December 31-January 1. This is only the 
second time in over ten years we have made a change 
due to where a Holiday lands on the calendar. With 
school out for Christmas break there is more strain on 
families who struggle with food insecurity. All the high 
need items are in short supply. Those are: breakfast 
cereal, peanut butter, mac & cheese, canned fruit, ham-
burger helper and boxed potatoes (especially mashed). 
Thanks to all who donate so generously each month.   

Annual Diocesan Appeal 
As you finalize your end-of-year charitable giving 
plans, please prayerfully consider a gift to the Annual 
Diocesan Appeal if you have not already done so. If you 
have not yet participated, you should have received an 
additional pledge card from the Diocese just a few 
weeks ago. Alternatively, there are donation envelopes 
at all the entrances to the church. We are so grateful 
for the generous support of the 158 parishioners who 
have already responded. We have received pledges of 
$62,770 toward our goal of $98,028. It is a privilege to 
know that our gifts help reflect Christ’s love to the 
many people whose lives are touched by the numerous 
ministries of the Diocese of Peoria! 

 

Please remember to pray for Vocations  
to the Priesthood and Religious Life especially  

from St. Louis Parish!  
St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations,  pray for us! 



MAGI BABY CHEST 

CCW 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us to celebrate New Year’s Eve! Childcare will not 
be provided but children are welcome to attend.  
 

If you would like to bring an appetizer or dessert for 
the New Year’s Eve Party, please let Susanna Prushinski 
know so she can plan accordingly for festive food and 
drink for the evening. Contact Susanna at 815-915-6960 
or stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com or call the office.   

St. Louis Parish 
New Year’s eve 

Party 
 

Harkrder Hall  
7 pm—? 

Donations Needed for MBC 
Please consider giving to this wonderful cause!  

 

We are in need of baby wash,  baby 
lotion, nursing covers, Dreft Laundry 
Soap (moms really like this brand), 
baby toys, toddler socks boys & girls 
(Sizes 2T-4T), pacifiers and diapers 
(sizes 3, 4, and 7). We are in high need 
of wipes (unscented preferred). For 
monetary donations—please make checks payable to 
St. Louis Church.  

Note on diapers: The purchase size does not matter 
because we open all the diapers and rubber band them 
into individual packs of 15 to give out to families. We do  
not give out whole boxes of diapers. Please see dona-
tion guide at the doors for more details.  

THANK YOU to all who were able to join us for our An-
nual Christmas Party!  The entertainment provided by 
the PHS Madrigals was outstanding and included our 
very own parishioners Michael Ellis & Brennan Roden 
and Steve & Carla Bouslog’s granddaughter, Lexi 
Bouslog. Santa and Mrs. Claus made a surprise visit 
with the help of Gene & Barb Menard! The free enter-
tainment provided by Msgr. Kruse, as he called out the 
door prizes, was enjoyed by all. Thank you to all who 
donated to the Christ Child Society.  
 
Our next meeting will be a potluck dinner on Tuesday, 
January 24th.  After dinner, we will play Bingo and 
Msgr. Kruse will be the Caller so you won’t want to miss 
this fun night!!  - Mandy Robinson, CCW President  

Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
December 30th  

Let the peace of Christ control your hearts;  
let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  Col 3:15a, 16a  

A big thank you to the Evangelical Covenant Church, St. 
Patrick’s in Sheffield and LCN for doing their giving 
trees for us this year! If anyone is interested in volun-
teering for this ministry, please contact Jessica Murphy 
at stl.jessicamurphy@gmail.com. Our next distribution 
will be January 7th 9AM - Noon. Merry Christmas!  


