A MESSAGE FROM MSGR. KRUSE

NOURISHED IN SPIRIT BY MSGR. KRUSE

It is so good for us to take a moment during the busy
year and offer up a prayer of Thanksgiving. I hope
that all of you will enjoy time with family and friends
on Thanksgiving. Enjoy some rest, a great meal, a
little football, a family game, and build many family
memories.

Over these months, I have been trying to paint a picture
of spiritual perfection. From the beginning I have been
trying to outline the main components of a spiritually
perfect person. Each of our letters have been loosely
connected flowing one into the other. They have built
upon each other and hopefully have naturally built towards our last letter which spoke of the importance of
the Catholic Church for our salvation in Christ. Our union with the Church is the greatest means towards our
perfection, because the Church is Christ himself – living
and active in our world. Union with the Church is union
with Christ. So, I believe that we have reached a climactic point in understanding spiritual perfection. So, it is
time for a bit of a review and it’s time to shift to a new
series. We will take a moment recapping our journey of
understanding spiritual perfection. In the future our
newsletters will focus on specific topics that assist us
towards perfection. These topics will not so clearly flow
one to the other or build upon each other. Instead, they
will explain in greater depth our initial topics. They will
give us practical advice on specific topics which will
spur us on towards greater perfection.

This wonderful day flows out of our rich national history. Our nation has so much to be grateful for especially the many freedoms that we enjoy. This national secular holiday is closely linked to our own faith.
Catholics are fundamentally a thanksgiving people.
Our faith tells us of all the wonderful things that God
has done for us. We have truly been blessed in receiving the gift of redemption in Christ Jesus. We
were reborn in baptism and have been renewed in
confession. Each Mass we receive the body, blood,
soul and divinity of our Savior. Eucharist means
thanksgiving. At Mass the Church offers thanksgiving to God for the abundant gifts that He has given
us.
But, our thanksgiving at Mass is not just a general
offering. Each of us individually call to mind the personal gifts that we have received from God. It is a
time for us to thank Him for our family, our job, our
health, our hobbies and legitimate pleasures in life. It
is a time to thank Him for the big and small gifts of
life. As we kneel down at Mass and as we receive the
Sacred Eucharist, our heart ought to be filled with
gratitude. For truly, as the Scriptures tell us, all good
things in life come from God.
I pray that you have a wonderful Thanksgiving. I
hope that you will join us for Mass on Thanksgiving
at 9am. I hope that throughout the day you will repeat the words of the Psalm: “Let us give thanks to
God for He is good, His mercy endures forever!”

We began our time focusing on a simple fact: our spiritual perfection is the perfection of a human person –
ourselves. Each of us are extremely needy and incomplete. Most of our existence is really nothing more than
trying to satisfy our wants and needs. Sadly, most of us
focus only on our physical needs while neglecting our
spiritual needs. Our newsletters aimed at helping us satisfy our spiritual needs. Our spiritual perfection must
include a good understanding of ourselves. Again, it is a
human person that is striving for perfection. Therefore,
we enjoyed reflections that reflected upon our two basic
human parts: body and soul. I challenged you to see the
goodness of your body and the simple fact that God
loves it. We laughed a little as I reminded you that bodily pleasures are not inherently evil. They were created
by God and only their misuse is sinful. Real holiness
and perfection requires our bodily perfection found in
good stewardship. We also looked closely at our soul
which empowers our mind and will powers. A perfected
person is one whose soul more and more perfectly
knows and chooses God. In the future, many of our topics for discussion will focus on practical suggestions for
perfecting our body and soul powers. We can never forget that we are always discussing the perfection of the
human person which is the perfection of a body-soul
unity.
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The Parish Office will be closed for the Thanksgiving

Holiday Wednesday, November 24th through Friday,
November 26th. If you have an immediate need for a
Priest for a medical emergency or funeral planning
please call the Parish Office (815-879-0181) and select
option 5. Your call will then be transferred to Msgr.
Kruse’s cell phone as an emergency call.

Readings for the week of November 21, 2021

Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5 [1a]/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37
Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45/Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61 [59b]/Lk 21:5-11
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28/Dn 3:62, 63, 64, 65, 66,
67 [59b]/Lk 21:12-19
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28/Dn 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 /Lk 21:20-28
Friday: Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81/Lk 21:29-33
Saturday: Dn 7:15-27/Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87/Lk 21:34-36
Next Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14

Par i s h “ B o ok of Rem em br a n c e ”

Near the end of each Mass throughout the
month of November, we will remember the
“Poor Souls” via suffrages — prayers for a quicker purification process for them. Additionally,
please consider providing the names of departed loved ones in the parish “Book of Remembrance” which will be located on a podium by
the statue of Mary. Those names provided for
the “Book of Remembrance” will be prayed for
at all Masses throughout the month of November.

Mass Intentions
Monday, November 22 St. Cecilia, Virgin and Marty
7:00 am
+ Gerry Politsch by Jim Whitmore
Tues, November 23 St. Clement I, Pope and Martyr;
St. Columban, Abbot;
Bl. Miguel Agustín Pro, Priest & Martyr
5:15 pm
+James & Laura Prendergast
by Prendergast Family
4-5:00 pm
Holy Hour
Wed, November 24 St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Priest, and
Companions, Martyrs
7:00 am
+ Christine Kalil by the mermaids
Thursday, November 25 St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin
and Martyr; Thanksgiving Day
*9:00 am
+John Murphy by Tom & Mary Murphy

Friday, November 26 Weekday in Ordinary Time
7:00 am
+Mary Sukoski by Dan & Cynthia Tracy
Sat, November 27 Vigil of the 1st Sunday of Advent
4:00 pm
+Joan Smith by Mary Jean Loftus
Sunday, November 28 1st Sunday of Advent
7:30 am
People of the Parish
9:00 am
+Martin Mcmahon by Loraine McMahon
10:30 am
+Millie Dessing by Joan Shea
*Special Mass Time for Thanksgiving; Adoration and
Confession is cancelled

SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT
Patrick Willie

Born 5-25-95. Class of 2023
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary
16300 Old Emmitsburg Rd.,
Emmitsburg, MD 21727
Background: He grew up in Peoria.
He attended UofI and obtained a degree in Finance. He worked for Boeing. He says, “God then called me to
higher heights than even an aerospace company can
provide. As a boy I delivered newspapers. God is calling me to deliver the good news of Jesus Christ.”

Please remember to pray for Vocations
to the Priesthood and Religious Life
especially from St. Louis Parish!
St. Therese, Patroness of Vocations, pray for us!

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles
4:00 pm: Saturday, November 27

Altar Servers Gretchen & Gabby Carden
Lectors Julie Hassler
Sacristan Julie Hassler
Ushers Rick Torri, John Cotter (Additional Ushers
needed—please contact parish office to volunteer)
7:30 am: Sunday, November 28
Altar Servers Brady Peach
Lectors Rita Pacunas
Sacristan Lori Atilano
Ushers Gary Blessman, Dennis Thompson
9:00 am: Sunday, November 28
Altar Server Jessica Carlone, Sydney Scully
Camera Operators Marty Makransky
Lectors Steve Bouslog
Sacristan Susanna Prushinski
Ushers Dan Legner, Quint Quiram, Jim Whiteaker
10:30 am: Sunday, November 28
Altar Server Jackson Mason, Sara Ruiz
Lectors Marcia Obenhaus
Sacristan Linda Carter
Ushers Ken Lough, Pat Mason (Additional Ushers
needed—please contact parish office to volunteer)
EMHC for Homebound: Patty Daluga, Gene Menard,
Mandy Robinson, Tim Smith

SHARE

21st Annual FREE Thanksgiving Dinner
St. Louis Parish will once again join the Evangelical
Covenant Church to provide a free Thanksgiving
meal for all those in need on Thanksgiving Day. We
are asking for donations of various food dishes; a
sign-up sheet is available on the Information Table
in the foyer of Harkrader Hall or visit our website
to sign up electronically at stlouisprinceton.org.
Dinner Information: Pick-up or Delivery Orders Only.
Curbside pick-up will be provided at the Evangelical Covenant Church, 24 N Main St. To reserve
your dinner or request delivery for homebound
contact Tad Smith at 815-878-5473 or visit our
website at stlouisprinceton.org. Dinners will be
limited so reserve as soon as possible. A free-will
offering will be accepted & will benefit Second Story Teen Center.

ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE
MASS SCHEDULE
MON,WED, FRI
TUE, THR
SAT
SUN

7:00 AM
5:15 PM
4:00 PM
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM

(SUN 9:00AM Live-streamed on YouTube & FaceBook)
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE)
SAT
5:00—5:15 PM
SUN
10:00—10:15 AM
RECONCILIATION
TUE, THR
4:30—4:50 PM
SAT
3-3:45 PM
Or, by appointment. Call or email Msgr. Kruse to make
an appointment. In order to maintain privacy, he will
be in the confessional a few moments before the
arranged time. 309-634-5822| jameskruse1996@gmail.com
HOLY HOUR
TUE, THR
4:00 PM
PRIVATE PRAYER: The Chapel is open for Private
Prayer— if you need the access code please contact the
parish office.

STEWARDSHIP
Church Monetary Support
Through November 14, 2021

Due to the holiday early submission deadline,
totals for November 14th were not available at
the time of printing. They will be provided
in next weekend’s bulletin.

THANKSGIVING CONTRIBUTIONS
FOR SMP AFRICAN MISSIONS

St. Louis Parish will continue the recent tradition of
collecting Thanksgiving contributions to support the
missionary work in Southeast Cameroon, Africa by
the Sisters of Mary of the Presentation. Please drop
your donation in the Sunday collection basket in an
envelope marked “SMP.” This will ensure the donation is not inadvertently directed to general parish
support. Checks may be made directly to: Sisters of
Mary of the Presentation. This special collection is
our way of continuing to honor the contributions
this Order has made to our region, and St. Louis
Parish in particular, over their many years of ministry here.

Prayer To Christ, King of the Universe

Save the date!!
Totus Tuus is
returning to
St. Louis
July 17-22, 2022.
Stay tuned for
more info!--

O Christ Jesus, I acknowledge You King of the
Universe. All that has been created has been
made for You. Exercise upon me all Your rights.
I renew my baptismal promises renouncing Satan and all his works and pomps. I promise to
lead a good Christian life and to do all in my
power to procure the triumph of the rights of
God and Your Church. Divine Heart of Jesus, I
offer You my poor actions in order to obtain
that all hearts may acknowledge Your sacred
royalty and that thus the reign of Your peace
may be established throughout the universe.
Amen.

C C W N ew s
Men's Holy Hour Every Saturday at 7am - read

the Gospel for the upcoming Sunday and spend time in
silent meditation. Enter through the Chapel door.

K n i g h t s o f C o l u m bu s N e w s
FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND:

Next weekend, November 27 & 28, the Knights of Columbus will be collecting nonperishable food items and
monetary donations for the Bureau County Food Pantry. While the Thanksgiving baskets have been delivered, it's time to think about Christmas and the ingredients for green bean casserole, corn casserole, yams,
cranberries and stuffing mix.. Monetary donations will
be used to purchase things that are perishable. The holidays put great deal of pressure on families that are
food insecure. All the high need items are in short supply. Those are: breakfast cereal, peanut butter, mac &
cheese, hamburger helper, boxed potatoes and canned
pasta, especially ravioli. Thanks to all who donate so
generously each month,

Knights of Columbus Meeting Schedule

We will not meet in December. Our next meeting will be
Monday, January 3rd. All prospective Knights, men of
the parish (18 and older), are welcome to join us for fellowship and dinner, served at 6:30pm in Harkrader
Hall. Our business meeting will commence at 7.

Peru Catholic School Cash Raffle

Chance to win $10,000
They make great stocking stuffers for Christmas!
Tickets are $10 and forms are located on the
information tables at each entrance.
Early Bird Drawings on November 23rd
and February 2 for $250 each.
Main Drawing April 1st, 2022.
All proceeds to benefit Peru Catholic School.

CCW Cookie Walk

The annual CCW Cookie Walk will be held
in Harkrader Hall the week end of Saturday, December 4th and Sunday December 5th. All women of the
parish are invited to donate 3 dozen homemade cookies. The cookies should be dropped off at the Hall by
2pm on Saturday, December 4th.
A large assortment of holiday Cookies will be AVAILABLE to PURCHASE after the 4pm mass on Saturday,
December 4th and again after all masses on Sunday,
December 5th. Parishioners are invited for refreshments & fellowship after all masses on Sunday only.
Contact Pat Galassi-Carlson if there are any questions. 815-719-2752. Thank you & God Bless.

CCW Christmas Party!

December 7th at 6pm. No charge for the dinner, but
please sign up to help us plan accordingly. Sign up
sheets are available at each entrance.

A Holy Hour for Life
Benediction, Rosary, and other Prayers
All are welcome to gather in prayer
on the fourth Sunday of each month
from 6-7 pm in the Church
for the intention of respect for the
sacredness of all human life.

Please join us on Sunday, November 28th

Attention Euchre Players! St. Louis Parish
weekly Euchre game will be cancelled this
Wednesday, November 24th.

