


I’m very excited for our parish Fish Fry this Friday, March 10th.  It is a wonderful opportunity for our parish to 
come together.  I love parish fish fries because it brings people together as volunteers, as participants, and as 
our parish family.  I hope that you will join us for the fish fry.  This year we will have dine-in and carry out.  
There is a full buffet and I think no one will go away hungry.   
 
I am truly grateful to Laury Mavity and Megan Evans for organizing the fish fry.  I am also grateful for all of 
the volunteers doing preparations throughout this week.  And, those who will work at the fish fry and the clean 
up afterwards.  Thank you for helping bring our parish family together for a wonderful event. 
 
One of the traditional ways that a fish fry brings people together is through raising money for a common chari-
table purpose.  Sometimes fish fries help the general funding of an organization or it is earmarked for a specif-
ic purpose.  I have decided to earmark the proceeds of this year’s fish fry to offset educational subsidies that 
our parish provides to Catholic schools. 
 
In late December I provided a financial statement to the parish where I explained that the parish provides an-
nually over $142,000 to Catholic schools.  A few years ago, the Diocese required our parish, and nearly every 
other parish, to provide subsidies in order to advance Catholic education.  Historically, our parish fish fries 
have always helped Catholic education.  So, I thought it would be good to keep up this tradition.  We know 
that our parish does not have a school of our own, but this will be a small way to help kids at other Catholic 
schools.   
 
Family Stations of the Cross.  Once again, we will have Stations geared towards children and families.  It 
will be this Friday, March 10th at 5pm.  Bring the family and then after enjoy dinner at the Fish Fry. 

PASTOR NOTE 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  CROWN OF THORNS FOR LENT 

The crown of thorns is used as a table center piece with 
an empty jar or container nearby. For every sacri-
fice, good deed, corporal or spiritual work of mer-
cy, one thorn should be removed from the crown and 
placed in the jar. The goal is for all of the thorns to be 
removed by Easter. Then,  before the children wake up 
on Easter morning, all of the thorns in the jar should be 
replaced by jelly beans or some other favorite candies.  

Recipe for crown of thorns 

• Use A 2-1 ratio of flour to salt and add water or cold 
coffee (for color, if desired) until dough is moist and 
pliable. 

• Divide dough into three equal parts. Roll each part 
into equal lengths. Braid these strands of dough 
and connect the ends to form a circle. 

• Meanwhile, soak a good number of toothpicks in 
vegetable oil until saturated. 

• Insert the toothpicks all around the crown.  

• Bake the crown with the inserted toothpicks at 350 
degrees until firm (roughly 15-20 minutes). Make 
sure to remove the crown from the oven before it 
gets extremely hard (otherwise the toothpicks will 
be very difficult to remove).  

The monthly Knights of Columbus meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, March 6th with dinner at 6:30, meeting to 
begin at 7:00. Current members please join us in Hark-
rader Hall for food and fellowship. If you are a Catholic 
man age 18 or older and are interested in joining the 
Knights, or just want more information, feel free to join 
us for dinner this Monday, call the contact name below, 
or scan the QR code to the right of this announcement 
and follow the instructions below.  

“Join the Knights of Columbus Online” 
1. Enter your home Parish Name 
2. Enter Parish Knights Council #5591 
3. Enter Promo Code: BLESSEDMCGIVNEY 
 FOR FREE MEMBERSHIP 

CATHOLIC Forum - Q&A 

 
Please join us for the next Catholic Forum   
this Sunday, March 5th at 6:30pm at Harkrader 
Hall.  Everyone is invited to meet for a Question/
Answer session about any faith topic.  Individuals 
ask their questions and Msgr. Kruse attempts to 
provide an answer.  If you are attending one of our 
Lenten Small Groups and have questions about the 
Gospel or reflection questions this is a wonderful 
opportunity to ask Msgr. Kruse.  

Contact Bob Schabow for more information 815-303-8701 



Parish Staff 
Pastor   Msgr. James E. Kruse, JCL  
   jameskruse1996@gmail.com  
   cell:  309-634-5822  
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant  Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
 
Special Projects/  Susanna Prushinski 
RCIA Coordinator   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
                
Religious Ed Coordinator Rebekah Mead 
   stl.rebekahmead@gmail.com 
Maintenance   Tim Hermeyer 
Janitors   Aggie Smith,  Emily Smith 
Magi Baby Chest  Jessica Murphy 
Director  stl.jessicamurphy@gmail.com  
Music Director  Matthew Ernat  
   stl.matthewernat@gmail.com  

    

Parish Office 
616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 

Office hours:  Monday—Friday 8am-1pm 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 
YouTube Channel: youtube.com/user/stlouisprinceton 
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Keep in touch with us via email or text 
 Text SLP To 84576 or 

Connect with us online at  
stlouiscatholicchurch.flocknote.com 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, March 6 Monday of the 2nd Week in Lent 

7:00 am     +Sotero S. and German G. Rossi  

                  by Amie Neiman 

 

Tuesday, March 7 Sts. Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs  

5:15pm      +Joe & Louise Kunkel by Chuck & Pam Hanson  

4-5:00       Holy Hour   
 

Wednesday, March 8 St. John of God, Religious  

7:00am     +Jack & Theresa McNeill   

                 by Paul & Bridgette Castelein  

 

Thursday, March 9 St. Frances of Rome, Religious  

5:15pm       +Ken Henkel by Bill & Janet Politsch  

4-5:00        Holy Hour   
  

Friday, March 10 Friday of the 2nd Week in Lent 

7:00 am        + Josephine King by Leo and Susanna Prushinski  

  

Saturday,  March 11  Vigil of  3rd  Sunday of Lent  

4:00 pm        +Cory Stocking by Joanne Stocking   

 

Sunday, March 12 3rd Sunday of Lent  

7:30 am         People of the Parish      

9:00 am         +Mary Kunkel by Gary and Sara Kunkel  

10:30am        +Ray DeMarlie by Quy Trant Family  

The Spiritual Life 
Excerpt from The Spiritual Life by Adolphe Tanquerey, Desclee and Co., Belgium, 1951. 

For about the last year and a half, I have been providing you with a weekly bulletin insert called Nour-
ished in Spirit.  These were taken from my personal writings over the years.  They were practical advice for 
the spiritual life.   We have completed all of my writings for Nourished in Spirit.  So, now I want to provide 
for you excerpts from a wonderful book called The Spiritual Life written by Fr. Adolphe Tanquerey.  He was a 
seminary professor and theologian.  This 800 page text book is one of the most authoritative books on spiritual 
theology.  Each week I will provide for you a short section from this book.  It will be a journey into a deeper 
understanding of the spiritual life.  He writes in a direct and easily understood style.  Considering that it was 
written in 1951, occasionally, it uses some outdated words, but I think it will still be understandable.  Here and 
there it might be a bit challenging, but hopefully, it will help us grow in the spiritual life.   

The book is divided into many parts.  It begins with an introduction of the spiritual life.  We will read 
some sections of this part of the book.  We will skip many sections.  The rest of the book is divided into sec-
tions on the three stages or three ways of the spiritual life:  purgative, illuminative and unitive ways.  

Most of our readings will be taken from the section on the purgative way.  This is the stage of the spir-
itual life where we learn how to resist sinful temptations and embrace the ways of prayer and holiness of life.  
We focus on this section because many of us in our spiritual journey are in this stage of spiritual perfection.   

 I hope that you will enjoy reading these passages from a theological giant, Fr. Adolphe 
Tanquerey.  His book has been very close to my heart and has been a great guide for me personally.  Also, it 
has been a tremendous resource for preparing homilies and spiritual talks.  Next week we will dive into this 
spiritual classic and start our introduction to understanding the stages of the spiritual life. 



STEWARDSHIP 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 
 

4:00 pm: Saturday, March 11th 
Altar Servers:  Emily Jaeger, Anaisabela Ramirez-Tz   
EMHC:  Lynn Delaney, Mandy Robinson  
Lectors:   Katie Lawrence 
Sacristan: Mandy Robinson    
Ushers:   Dan & Cynthia Tracy, Colleen Sissel 
 

7:30 am: Sunday, March 12th 
Altar Servers:  Brady Peach  
EMHC:  Tom Jagers, Rita Tracey    
Lectors:  Rita Pacunas    
Sacristan: Joann Bowman    
Ushers:   Gary Blessman, Dennis Thompson, Tom 
Murphy   
 

9:00 am: Sunday, March 12th  
Altar Servers:  Chris Harmon, Sylvie Viger  
EMHC:  Gene Menard, Mandy Robinson    
Camera Operator: Marty Makransky  
Lectors:  Steve Harmon    
Sacristan:  Chris Romagnoli 
Ushers: Dave & Judy Moore, Tom Giehl   
 

10:30 am: Sunday, March 12th 
Altar Servers:  Anna Ellis, Jackson Mason    
EMHC:  Linda Carter, Tim Taylor    
Lectors:  David Roden    
Sacristan:  Linda Carter    
Ushers: Ken Lough, Pat Mason    
 

EMHC Homebound:   Gene Menard 9/S  
   Mandy Robinson 9/N 
 
EMHC for Nursing Homes:   Pat Galassi-Carlson—
Hawthorne; Nancy Scoma—Greenfield; Tim Smith—
Aperion; Rita Tracey—Liberty  

ST. LOUIS PARISH SCHEDULE  
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
MON,WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
TUE, THR    5:15 PM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, *9:00, 10:30 AM 
 
First Saturday  Devotion 7:00 AM 
 

*SUN 9:00AM Live-streamed on YouTube & FaceBook 
(when a volunteer camera operator is available) 
 

RECONCILIATION 
TUE, THR 4:00—4:50 PM  
SAT  3-3:45 PM 
Or, by appointment. Call or email Msgr. Kruse to make 
an appointment. In order to maintain privacy, he will be 
in the confessional a few moments before the  
arranged time. 309-634-5822| jameskruse1996@gmail.com 
 

HOLY HOUR 
TUE, THR 4:00 PM 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER: The Chapel is open for Private  
Prayer— Contact the Parish Office for  access code. 

Readings for the week of  March 5th  
 Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 (22)/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9 
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16/Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Next Sunday: Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 
4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 

Church Monetary Support 
Through February 26, 2023  

 

Amount Budgeted           $      6,500.00   
Amount Received                  $      5,836.00    
Amount Over (Under)                              ($        664.00)     
 
Fiscal Period July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023 
Amount needed to date:          $227,500.00  
Amount Received to date:           $232,090.00  
Over/(Under) budget to date:                  $     4,590.00  

Please remember to pray for Vocations  
to the Priesthood and Religious Life  

especially from St. Louis Parish!  
St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations,  pray for us! 

Eucharistic Adoration will be held at St. Louis 
Parish ALL HOURS during the weekend of March 
24th—26th, beginning at 7p.m. on Friday and end-
ing at 7a.m. on Sunday.  This extended period of 
adoration will coincide with the Rachel’s Vineyard 
Retreat for healing after abortion that will be tak-
ing place during the same hours, at a separate lo-
cation.  Please consider spending an hour with our 
Lord in prayer asking for God’s healing graces for 
the men and women attending this retreat.  Sign-
up sheets are available in the foyer of Harkrader 
Hall and on FlockNote at  
stlouiscatholicchurch.flocknote.com/signup/115030 
 

Please sign up early so that we can fill all the 
hours!  For more information, please call the par-
ish office at 815-879-0181. 

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat  
 

The wound of abortion is real. So is healing. Rachel's 
Vineyard Retreat offers healing for those who struggle 
with the emotional and spiritual pain of a past abor-
tion. This retreat is for singles or married couples; 
mothers, fathers, grandparents, siblings, or anyone im-
pacted by an abortion experience. If you are searching 
for peace and inner healing from a past abortion, this 
retreat is for you. Register for the March 24-26, 2023 
retreat by calling 309-264-1489 or e-
mailing rvrpeoria@gmail.com. All communications are 
strictly confidential. For more information please visit : 
cdop.org/rachels-vineyard or rachelsvineyard.org 

https://stlouiscatholicchurch.flocknote.com/signup/115030
mailto:rvrpeoria@gmail.com
cdop.org/rachels-vineyard
rachelsvineyard.org


Friday at 5pm February 24th - March 31st 
Good Friday - 12pm 

ST. LOUIS PARISH  

                                INDOOR DINING  

Friday March 10th 4:30-7:00pm 
Dine-In is back, after a four-year hiatus!!  

Carry out available on Anderson Street 
 
$15 for adults (12+) 
$10 kids 
3 and under FREE 
Buffet Menu: 
Fried or baked fish, French fries/baked potato, Mac and 
cheese, coleslaw, bread, dessert, & drink.  
 
Join us to pray the Stations of the Cross in the church at 
5pm, and then head over and treat yourself to a tasty 
meal! 
 
Volunteers are needed—please consider helping! Sign 
up sheet on  information table outside Harkrader Hall.  

ATTENTION all men of the parish!  
 

The Magi Baby Chest is 
looking for men to  
volunteer on our first Satur-
day of the month distribu-
tion days. Since our first 
opening, we have seen sev-
eral fathers coming to the 
Magi Baby Chest to get sup-
plies. These young men 
need your support! Jobs 
would include: helping to 

carry heavy items, greeting families, or checking fam-
ilies in at the door. Would you consider being a 
friendly face and lending a helping hand? Please con-
tact Jessica Murphy if you're interested in volunteer-
ing at stl.jessicamurphy@gmail.com or at 217-433-9329. 

Did you Know? Your child can attend a Catholic 

School—Financial Assistance Is Available 
Tuition assistance scholarship grants from the endowment fund es-
tablished as a result of the Diocese of Peoria ROOTED IN FAITH 
Campaign and named in honor of Archbishop Spalding, the first 
Bishop of Peoria, will be available for the 2023-2024 school year for 
students enrolled in or intending to enroll in grades Kindergarten 
through 12 in any Catholic school located in the Diocese of Peoria 
whose families are active members of a Catholic parish in the dio-
cese.  All grants will be based on financial need objectively assessed. 
Information about the grants and application materials may be ob-
tained from any Catholic elementary or secondary school in the Dio-

cese of Peoria or on the Diocesan website www.cdop.org under 
Catholic Education and then under Financial Assistance.  

Consult the detailed protocols and procedures and checklist for all 
requirements necessary to be eligible for an award. Deadline date for 
the completed application is April 28, 2023.  Notification of grant 
awards will be made in June of 2023.        

Peru Catholic School Preschool and Kindergarten 

Round Up and Registration—March 21st, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
Tour our 3 & 4 year old Preschool and Kindergarten Pro-
grams. Visit us at www.perucatholic.org or call 815-224-1914. 
Now registering PK-8th Grades 

Pancake Breakfast: The Sheffield Knights of Colum-
bus, Council No.4537 will have their Annual Pancake 
and Sausage Breakfast at St. Patrick's Parish Hall, 231 
W. Atkinson Street, Sheffield, Illinois, on Sunday, March 
12, 2023.  Serving is from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Drive 
Thru Pickup and Indoor Seating may be availa-
ble.  Tickets are $10.00 for adults, and $5.00 for kids 
under 12.  Also, tickets will be available both either at the door 
on the day of the breakfast or from any Sheffield KC Member.    

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: Last weekend the Knights 
of Columbus collected 264 nonperishable food items and 
$1,532 in monetary donations for the Bureau County Food 
Pantry. The Pantry staff was amazed with the breakfast cere-
al, mac & cheese, peanut butter canned fruit and boxed pota-
toes, all high need items. St. Louis parishioners have now 
contributed 26,099 nonperishable food items and $143,333 
in monetary donations since the Knights started collecting for 
the Food Pantry in August of 2012. Thanks to all for your 
great support. The food insecure in our area appreciate all 
you have done to support them. 

St. Louis Altar & Rosary Society Easter Memorial Flowers:  An 
order form for Easter Memorial Flowers is available on 
the information tables. Please complete the form and 
return it with your donation in the collection basket, or 
to the church office prior to Friday, March 31st.  Please 
carefully print all names.  If you have any questions, 
please call Ginger Murphy at 815-878-4731. 

https://cdop.org/

